
Koni Benson is a researcher and educator at the International Labour 
Research and Information Group in Cape Town. She currently works with 
trade unions and social movements, looking at the roots, the gendered 
nature and the alternatives to the housing crisis today. In search of feminist 
solidarities, she aspires to collaborative work that centers process, challenges 
power and creates new relationships, knowledge and possibilities.

Lynsey Bourke is currently completing her MPhil in Criminal Justice at the 
University of Cape Town. Her current research interests include policing of 
public violence, migration, gender and peacekeeping.

Sian Butcher recently completed her Research Masters in Geography on 
women’s experiences of ownership in Lusaka and Cape Town at the University 
of Cape Town. She has begun her PhD at the University of Minnesota and is 
interested in further exploring citizens’ everyday negotiations of policy and 
development in the Southern African city.

Nixon Chisonga worked as a researcher specialising in social and economic 
policy at the National Institute of Public Administration in Zambia for a 
number of years, working closely with local and international NGOs and 
public service organisations. He is now pursuing post-graduate study at the 
University of Cape Town with research interests in issues of gender, housing 
and HIV/AIDS.

Jumani Clarke is a masters student in Development Studies at the University of 
Cape Town. His research centers on cross-border trade between Johannesburg 
and Zambia, with support from the African Centre for Cities.

Frances Davies completed her Honours degree in Environmental and 
Geographical Studies in 2008, where she worked on women’s everyday 
experiences of informal housing in 8ste Laan, Cape Town. She is currently 
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working as an education programme coordinator for an NGO in Zambia, 
Conservation Lower Zambezi.

Matšeliso ’Ma-Tlali Mapetla is a Senior Research Fellow and Coordinator of 
Gender and Development Research in the Institute of Southern African Studies 
at the National University of Lesotho. For over a decade, she coordinated the 
regional project GRUPHEL in Southern Africa.

Sophie Oldfield is an Associate Professor in the Department of Environmental 
and Geographical Science at the University of Cape Town. She teaches 
development and urban geography and her research focuses on urban 
community and social movement politics, and state restructuring.

Elaine Salo is currently the Director of the Institute for Women’s and Gender 
Studies at University of Pretoria. She has a PhD in Anthropology from Emory 
University, Atlanta USA. Her research interests include women’s movements in 
African contexts, and gender, sexuality and identity in peripheral urban spaces 
of South African cities.

Ann Schlyter is an Associate Professor at the Centre for Global Gender Studies, 
University of Gothenburg. Once trained as an architect, she has for many years 
worked through gender studies on housing and urbanisation in Africa.

Jessica Thorn is currently a freelance researcher. She is also developing her 
research on Zille-raine Heights into a tool to be used for housing activists 
in the Cape Town context through the International Labour Research and 
Information Group.

Netsai Sarah Matshaka is completing a Research Masters in Gender Studies 
at the African Gender Institute, University of Cape Town. Her areas of interest 
include youth identities and sexuality as well as migration and politics of the 
everyday.

Relebohile Moletsane is Research Director at PACE (Gender and Development), 
at the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC), South Africa. She has 
extensive experience in teaching and research in the areas of curriculum 
studies and gender and education, including gender-based violence and its 
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links to HIV and AIDS and AIDS-related stigma, body politics, as well as on 
girlhood in the era of AIDS in Southern African contexts. 

Salma Ismail is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Cape Town. She 
convenes and teaches both undergraduate and post-graduate programmes in 
Adult Education. Her doctoral research focussed on poor women’s learning in 
a housing social movement. Salma’s work in academic staff development has 
been in diversity, equity research and institutional transformation.




